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Lost amid the debate over educational policies are the stories of the educators,
parents, and students who are most affected by legislation such as No Child Left
Behind and Race to the Top. In Educational Courage, veteran educators and
activists Nancy Schniedewind and Mara Sapon-Shevin bring together the voices
of those who are resisting market-driven initiatives such as high-stakes testing,
charter schools, mayoral control, and merit pay. The diverse narrators who write
in this volume confront the educational agendas that undermine teachers’ judg-
ment and knowledge, ignore the different backgrounds of students and parents,
and debase the learning process. Yet these educators, parents, and activists also
offer stories of resistance and hope as they fight to uphold the ideals of democrat-
ic public education.

Educational Courage includes four sections:

1. “Is This What We Call ‘Education’?”
2. “I Won’t Be a Part of This!”—Educators, Parents, Students, and Community
Members Resist 

3. Resisting by “Working in the Cracks”—Creating Spaces to Teach Authentically
4. “Not My Voice Alone”—Organizing to Reclaim Public Education
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NANCY SCHNIEDEWIND teaches in the master’s program in Humanistic/Multicultural Education at the State University
of New York-New Paltz. Among her publications are Open Minds to Equality and Women: Images and Realities. MARA
SAPON-SHEVIN is professor of inclusive education at Syracuse University. Her publications include Because We Can Change
the World and Widening the Circle. 

A COLLECTION OF EMPOWERING STORIES BRINGING TOGETHER 
THE VOICES OF TEACHERS, PARENTS, AND EDUCATIONAL ACTIVISTS 

FIGHTING MARKET-DRIVEN EDUCATIONAL POLICIES

FIND ADDITIONAL ESSAYS AND RESOURCES ON WWW.BEACON.ORG/EDUCATIONALCOURAGE.

BULK SALES DISCOUNTS
Beacon Press offers deep discounts on bulk orders starting at just 10
copies. Buy in bulk to distribute to your members or resell at events.

AFFILIATE PROGRAM
Become a Beacon Press affiliate to offer discounted books to members.
Receive a portion of sales proceeds to support your organization.

ONLINE PROMOTIONS
Beacon Press can help you develop online promotions and contests that
spread the word about your organization in connection with Educational
Courage.

CONTRIBUTORS AS GUEST SPEAKERS
Book Educational Courage contributors for events, conferences, and read-
ings. Earn income from ticket and book sales.

WEBSITE AND SOCIAL NETWORKING
Like and share your connection to Educational Courage on your website,
Facebook, Twitter, Google+, and other social networks.

REVIEW COPIES
Beacon Press will provide review copies for your organization’s commu-
nications channels. Share your reviews in your print publication and on
your blog, Amazon, Goodreads, and others sites.

HOW YOUR ORGANIZATION CAN PARTNER WITH BEACON PRESS

To discuss using Ecucational Courage to further your organization’s mission, contact our sales and marketing department, sales@beacon.org or 617-
948-6573. To request copies for review on your blog or in your publication, contact Reshma Melwani, rmelwani@beacon.org or 617-948-6583.


