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BEACON PRESS TO PUBLISH THREE NEW BOOKS  

FROM PREEMINENT SCHOLAR AND ACTIVIST, PROFESSOR CORNEL WEST 
 
BOSTON (January 6, 2014) – Beacon Press is proud to announce three forthcoming books from 
preeminent scholar and activist, Professor Cornel West. In the fall of 2014, the press will publish 
Black Prophetic Fire a book that reassesses the legacies of the 20th century’s foremost African 
American leaders. In January of 2015, Beacon will publish The Radical King, a volume of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s writing edited and introduced by West which presents Dr. King in a new 
light. In the fall of 2016, the press will publish a yet untitled follow-up to West’s classic and best-
selling book, Race Matters, which will critically evaluate issues of race and culture in our times. 
 
Beacon Press and Cornel West have collaborated on previous titles, including Race Matters, first 
published by Beacon in 1993, and Restoring Hope: Conversations on the Future of Black America. 
“We so value Cornel West’s work, and we’re so pleased to have the opportunity to publish these 
fascinating and important new books,” said Helene Atwan, Director of the press. In Black 
Prophetic Fire—written in conversation with German scholar Christa Buschendorf—Professor 
West offers a fresh perspective on the work of revolutionary African American leaders of the 
19th and 20th centuries: Frederick Douglass, W.E.B. Du Bois, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Ella 
Baker, Malcolm X, and Ida B. Wells-Barnett. In an accessible, conversational format, West 
examines the impact of these men and women in their own eras, and across the decades.  He 
ends by critiquing black leadership today, particularly President Obama, and what he sees as the 
waning fire within the African American community. 
 
The Radical King is the 10th book in the King Legacy series, a partnership between the estate of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Beacon Press. In this new collection of Dr. King’s works, West, 
who will edit and introduce the book, argues that Dr. King’s legacy has been sanitized, his roots 
as a radical visionary paradoxically diminished over the years. Professor West offers readers a 
different perspective by collecting and contextualizing Dr. King’s work, restoring its original, 
revolutionary intentions, taking stands with the poor of all races, speaking out against the 
Vietnam War, and fighting against global imperialism. 
 
In the forthcoming fall 2016 book, edited by Beacon’s Executive Editor, Gayatri Patnaik, West 
will survey the current state of race and class in America, and internationally. The book will 
explore events including the murders of Trayvon Martin and Renisha McBride, Obama’s 
presidency, the 2008 recession and its impact on minorities, African Americans in the prison 
system, immigration, LGBT issues, the impact of guns and violence in society, and U.S. 
imperialism in the aftermath of 9-11. Through this book, West will issue a call for readers to 
continue to move forward toward progress in society, through action and activism. 
 
Discussing the forthcoming books, West said, “I am delighted to work with Beacon Press, led by 
Helene Atwan, and with Gayatri Patnaik.  Beacon has long been a long distance runner for truth 
and justice, a grand example of progressive publishing!”  
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Each of these titles will be important additions to African American scholarship, and will 
continue Beacon Press’s 160-year tradition of publishing distinguished books on social justice, 
human rights, and racial equality.   

 

 
Cornel West is a prominent and provocative democratic intellectual. He is the professor of 
Philosophy and Christian Practice at Union Theological Seminary in the City of New York. He has 
taught at Union Theological Seminary, where he has recently returned after a long career at 
Yale, Harvard, Princeton, and the University of Paris. He has written 19 books and edited 13. He 
is best known for his classic Race Matters, Democracy Matters, and his new memoir, Brother 
West: Living and Loving Out Loud. He appears frequently on the Bill Maher Show, Colbert 
Report, CNN, and C-Span. 
 
Beacon Press is an independent publisher whose books seek to change the way readers think 
about fundamental issues,  promoting  such values as freedom of speech and thought; diversity, 
religious pluralism, and anti-racism; and respect for diversity in all areas of life. To learn more, 
visit www.beacon.org.  
 
To learn more about the King Legacy series, visit www.kinglegacy.org  
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